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4 LETTER to Mr.Samucl John- 
fon," "occafron'd by his Argument, 
| E that the Abrogation of 


James, GCC. 


/ 
* Jo the Reader. 


His Letter comes to by the direction of My. Samuci 
Johnſon ; ic was ＋ ent to By in a private and friend 
ly manner, and be igbt be printed, and 
then he would give his — it which was cha- 

rhaby e the Nation might partake farther of bis Ability 

this moſt import ane Poim of Government, the Original and Na- 
74 Gees iti true N and Limitations, to it conſiſtent 

— was ordained, the Good = _ of 

peo 
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yu have ſuffered much, contending for the Good of 
your Country, and alle _— _ lsſh Freedom; | 
— ans Lin the late 10 
Tract which bees le ü, eee, enti- * 
Abrog ation James ps 
— —— EY 
tion of the Prince of Orange, one oj Family , to the 41 


* 
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ous 
Parliament, fuch as that in 1641. and their depoſing K. II. 
and ſetting up H. IV. was declared illegal; and this was the 
Riſe of that bloudy and, long liv'd War 'twixt Tork, and Lan- 
caſter, (and therefore à — onlucky Precedent to be brought 
in our preſent Caſe;) and that notwithſtanding three Lan- 
caſtrian Kings, F. 4. H. 5. and H. 6. held the Crown ſuc- 
ceſſively ʒ yet they were all declared Uſurpers, or de facto 
Kings, by Act of Perliament 1 EA 4. nu | 5 
And this Act of Parliament, which is in being, will out- 
weigh yout Stattee in Nwbibar, which was named, but not 
quoted in chat Redellious Meſſage of the Lords and Cons 
mentioned by Kg Won. - You next, from p. 54. to 59. quote 
ſome much — —— of Braten, Foreſcae, and 
the Aire, as if the King were z2cconntable to the Peo 
and that they might take Arms againſt him, &. in 
Male Adminiſttation. en | 
Sir, Not to enter upon the Diſpute of theſe Sayings of 
theirs, which aw are interpreted far otherwiſe than 
you do, It will be dj to you, that you take the ſenſe 
of our Engliſh Parliaments from others, rather than them- 
ſelves; from chance Stories and Pamphlets, rather chah the 
aut hemtick Records, and Acts of Parliament 5 us if I hould, 
ir Example, vote this Book of yours for the true Senſe of 
Abdicarion, agu inſt the expreſs Words and Import of the 
At of — —— the —.— A Throne 
ud King * 7 upon rat 
— againſt —— in the Pr. of Oranges 
Declaration ; for the Law of Engl knows no ann. 
| the 
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the King's Forfeiting his Crown, nor did either Convention or 
—— that Point; for they knew there was 
an Act of Parliament, 14 C. 2. which declared, That it was 
net Jawfull upon any pretence whatſoever to take Arms againſt the 
ing, &c- and which as well Corporations as Clergy were ob- 
liged to ſubſeribez and, Mr. Johnſon, you will tell us whe- 
ther ever you your ſelf have ſubſcribed it, and bow often. 

There is likewiſe an Act 12 C. 2. c. 30. which declares, 
That neither the Peers, nor Commons, nor both Houſes together, 
nor the People Colleftively nor Repreſent atively, in Parliament or 
ont of Parliament, ner any other Perſons whatſoever, have any 
Carrcive Power over the King of England. And 13 C 2. That 
the Sword is ſolely in the King's Power 1, and that neither one nor 
bath Houſes of Parliament can, or lawfully may raiſe or levy any 
Wor, ve er Defenſive, againſt his Majeſty, &c. It was 
this forced the Convention upon the point of Abdication, viz. 
that King James did voluntarily recede from the Gorvern- 
ment, (for a Forced Receſs is not {aid to be an Abdication,) 
and ſo left the Throne vacant. 

What you have ſaid ſo ſeverely againſt this, you hav 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons, with whom I leave it, 
and go on a little with you to the Argument. I deſire there- 
fore to know your Opinion, whether an AZ of Parliament is 
not the ſupreme Law of England; whether it may not alter 
the Common. Law, or any former Att of Parliament Whe- 
ther ic be not our fundamental Conſtitutson, &c. If ſo, then 
the forecited Acts are Law, are Fandamentels, are our Gonſti- 
tution; and ſo are the Homilies againſt Rebelioy, for they are 
confirmed by Act of Parliament; and you called it in your 
Julian, The next beſt Book.to the Bible, Therefore | earneſtly 
deſire your Animadverſions upon the 2d Homily againſt Re- 
bellion, which if you do ſincerely, will end this whole Con- 
troverſie; and remember, as you read it, thatlit is every 
word an Act of Parliament: 

But if you'll ſay that Parliaments may be miſtaken, which 
you muſt, or yield abſolutely to your old Foe, Paſſive Obedi- 
ence; then I deſire to know whether, upon your Scheme, you 
leave it to every Man to oppoſe the Parliament as he thinks 
fir, and conſequently whether the Parliament be our Fands. 
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mental Conſtitution; for 1 ſuppoſe you will not conſent that 
every man has Authority to overturn our Foumlariem at his 
Pleaſure. c t meme o : 1. 
I ſee no way you have to eſcape” from the Authority of 
Parliaments, but by reducing them to their firſt P es, 
as you ſuppoſe them, that is, to be Reprefſentaroves of the 
People, and conſequently accountable to the People, who, 
as you and they pretend, do impower them; and one would 
think that this were eſſential to the very nature of a Ne- 
preſent ative, as we ſee it in Holland, where the Deputies of 
their Towns and Counties ate obliged to conſult their. Princi- 
pals in all Caſes that exceed their Inſtructions; and if they 
ſhould give their Votes without the Conſent and Approba: 
tion of their Principals., they would not onely be puniſhed 
as Betrayers of their Truſt , but their Ad, made null and 
void. | | 
An «naccoumable Repreſentative is a Boundleſs Thing; it is 
as abſolute as the Grand Seigmor ;. they may ſell; betray, and 
doe what they pleaſe; and all Nations, jealous of their Li- 
berties, have been aware of grantibg any ſech Power to their 
Repreſent atives, it having proved oſten more fatal than even 
a Conqueſt by Foreigners. In the Year 1602. when the French 
over-run Holland to that degree, that, as the Netberland Hi- 
ſtorlan tells us, page 39. Amſterdam it felf was ready to 
have met the French King with the Keys of their City, if he 
had advanced to them, as they expected and feared. Nay, 
if but 4 or 5000 Horſe had onely gone ſorward, the Hiſto- 
rian ſaith, that Amſterdemy. Holland, and the whole State had 
fallen into the Enemies hands; when the'enraged Mobb, mad 
with their Misfortunes, were threatening to ſacrifice their 
Governours; ' others: flying where they could, and all at 
their Wits end; yet even in all theſe moſt deſperate and de- 
plorable Circumſtances, when they were ſending: Deputies 
ro treat with their Potent Enemy, and ſome propoſed to give 
their Deputies full Power to make what Conditions they 
covld, the Hiſtory tells us in the ſame place, that the Pro- 
vince of Zealand, June 29. Rejected the Reaſons alledged 
4 for this Commiſſion, and proteſted againſt them, decla- 
ring it to be a thing unheard of in the Government 7 — 
oun- 
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4 Countries, to make any Plenipotentiaries, (without an 
* arreſted Inſtrution,) when it concerned Religion, Liber- 
* ty, and the lawfull Government of the Land; wherefore 
<« they. diſavowed this Commiſſion as ſuſpitious, and of dan- 
“ gerous Conſequence. 7 | 
But the People of England truſt their Religion, Liberty, &c. 
into the hands of their ſent atives, wi any Conditi- 
ons, Reſtrictions, or Limitations whatſqever ;, ſo that if they 
ſet up the Alcorar, or Racovian Catechiſm; if they ſell our Li 
berties, 4-4 and Properties, tho' they are taken off with Of- 
fices and Bribes in the face of the Sun, and change their Note 
in a day's time; yet they muſt not be accountable but to one 
another, and if the major part (or the leading men who go- 
vern the major part) be taken off, then there is no Remedy 
by our preſent Conſtitution; they may proclaim their being 
Cloſeted, Penſioned, Officer'd, Bribꝰd, and what you will; for 
it wuſt come to a Vote in the Houſe of Commons; and there 
they are ſure to cart it. ſ 
When the Senate of Rome pretended to be unaccountable Re- 
preſentatives, the Roman Hiſtorians tell, that they ſold Rome 
to Jagurtha, King of Numidia, a declared Enemy of Rome , 
and then making War upon them. Dr. Burnet, Hiſt, Refor. 
part 2. book 2. p. 291. tells us how the Spaniſh Gold prepa- 
red the Parliament in the Reign of Phil. and „even to 
aboliſh the Proteſtant Religion which was then Eſtabliſhed by 
Law, and to ſet up Perery in its place. And who knows 
what power Gold has had, and may have in our Parliaments ? 
It is _— to be ſure upon the Foundation we ſtand. 
But if the Repreſentatives were accountable to their Eleclors, 
they would be a little more cautious about 282 or any 
other ſiniſter Deſigns; and if their Acts were to be ratified 
by their Principals, (as it is in Holland,) the Nation would 
be more ſecure, for, to be ſure, the People will never ſell them- 
ſelves... | e 
Towards this it is neceſſary, and it is a neceſlary conſe- 
quence of this, That every Conmy and Burrough ſhould have 
power to change their Member of Parliament as they ſee 
cauſe; how elſe is he their Repreſentative ?,, What if he will 
not follow their loſtruQtions? What if they know him ” 
© 


(5s) 
be brib'd and taken off ? This is not to make him a Repre- 
mer but abſolute Lord, and Ae, and Sovereign, un- 
tr of their Lives and Forrunes, dan; of 
„their Wives, — Xing core? 
And me, Is not an more zue 
than this? | He cannot be — — = — — 
there is no Equivalent can given to a King 
his Kingdom: But wneccountable Repreſentatiues may be Bri- 
bed one vin, and there are Examples of it in all Ages, in 
none than in our own. L 
* Is not a King more abſolute for having ſuch Re- 
preſent river," 29/ Tok to pak all his Arbirrarineſs upon the 
People undiſcovered, who bear whatever goes in the / name 
ee like a Burden one is uſed to, with: 


” 


"ha — bh want Money to Bribe them, becanſe they 


will give Money to Bribe themſelyes, and the People are to 
ask no Queſtions, nor. t6 know what is become of their Mo- 


ney: 


Mr. Johnſon, | 
The Freedom of theſe Thoughts I judged fitteſt to be 
communicated to you, becauſe you ſet np for a Lover of 
your Conntrey, their Original Rights and Liberties, which if 
— de invaded, there is no or Honour to ſay, It i 
. Repreſentatives z that makes their Caſe more 144. 

oubt you will . — if you li 

No doubt you Hints, if you like them; 
if not, I would be glad to know how you will get over thoſe 
Acts of Parliament which enact Paſſive Obedience. If we muſt 
ſtand and fall by Acts of 8 the Cauſe is determi- 
ned a you; if you go higher, to what you call our Ori- 
ga ts, I would be to partake of your Thoughts 
upon what I have ſaid, with the ſame Calmneſs, and void 
of Reflexions, of which I have given you an Example. 

[ aſſure you my Dees 1 is for the good of my Countrey, 
that they may be happy, and long continue ſo, hy being 
ſettled vpon true and aſting Foundations, and that they 
diſcover and'avoid all fatal Erro! in their W _ 
thereby 
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thereby eſcape thoſe Convulſive Revolutions, into which they 
have had ſi prom — — Age oh 
without ſome effectual. y applied, our Diſſolation ſee- 
meth to draw near. To diſcover the Cauſe is the firſt ſtep 
towards the Cure; that I have endeavoured, how juſtly l 
_——— to judge, and deſire your Correction in what I 
have done amiſs, and am, 
| SIR, 

The ſecond Day of 

January, 1692. Towr bumble Servant, + 
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| March 4. 1692. 
SIR, | mY 
THE Triennia! Bill made me leſs ſolicitous to publiſh this 
Letter as you deſired, becauſe a Remedy did thereby 
ſeem to be 3 againſt the Corruption of Parliament Men, 
ſo far, at leaſt, as to give the People a Liberty to change 
their Repreſentatives every Three Years. But there are a ſec 
of diſcontented Folks, who preſume even to lay Wagers up- 
on the that the K. will not paſs the Bill; which no 
Men of Senſe do believe, but it does great Prejudice among 
the Common People, to difaffect them againſt the Govern- 
ment; as if our Deliverer deſigned more Arbitrary Proceed. 
ings than thoſe we complain of in the laſt Reign. 

Sir, There is no Man will be more affected with what may 
unhinge this Government than your ſelf, or better qualified 
to prevent ſo fatal a Blow as this would be to it: For the 
People think it no other than telling them, in plain Engliſh, 
that a Free Parliament muſt never be hoped for in this Reign, 
that they are affraid of ſuch a Parliament, and that the Zs/- 
eſe of the Nation is now without Remedy, But | need not 

put 
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t Arguments in your Mouth: I do by no means give the 
— —— — Bills 
but it is good to prevent all Hazards. And I earneſt- 
ly recommend it to your Carr; eſpecially conſidering the 
Conſequence. of the late Addreſſes of Both Houſes, which ſo 
plainly fer forth Nee e and Jlegelity 
of this Government in Ireland, from the very ing of 
this Reign, as well while the King was there in Perſon, as 
ſince, which ſome make uſe of to over-balance all that is ob- 
jected againſt K. James's Government, as well before as after 
he went into that Kingdom; which they now begin to ſay, 
— 2 much mo Ron William's * 
t James's, even the Proteſtant Keligion and Intereſt, by 
the great and illegal Favour to the Papiſts, and Oppreſſion 
8 the Proteſtants, ſo A8 repreſented in the — Addreſſes. 

is prompes: iſaffected party Here, to bring the Com- 
pariſon even to Exgland, and lay to Heart cbegbold ien Epi ſ- 
copacy, and the violent Proceedings in favour of the Presbyre- 
rians in Scotland: And if this By ſhould be Rejected, be- 
lieve me, the Objections will fiſe very high as to this King- 
dom. To prevent all which, is that, Sir, which has mov d 
me to ſay all this to you; andi l hope it will be er 
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